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Electoral Review of Staffordshire 
 

Recommendations of the Leader of the Council 
 
1. The views of Members are requested on the attached draft Stage 3 
submission to the Local Government Boundary Commission for England 
(LGBCE) consultation on a pattern of divisions for Staffordshire County 
Council. 
 
2. That the Director of Law and Democracy, in consultation with the Leader of 
the Council, be authorised to make any necessary amendments to the draft 
response to reflect Members’ views and to then forward the response to the 
LGBCE by the deadline of 1 August 2011.  
 
Report of the Director of Law and Democracy 
 
Reasons for Recommendations 
 
3. The LGBCE consultation on a pattern of divisions for Staffordshire closes 
on 1 August 2011 and the County Council must approve a submission by this 
date.  The submission needs to clearly articulate any comments that the 
County Council has on the draft recommendations from the LGBCE so that 
they can be taken into account in the development of their final 
recommendations. 
 
Background 
 
4. The LGBCE published their draft recommendations for Staffordshire on 24 
May 2011, beginning a 12 week consultation process (Stage 3 of the Electoral 
Review) following which they will formulate their final proposals which will be 
published in the Autumn.  The final recommendations will then be laid before 
Parliament prior to being implemented in time for the next County Council 
elections in 2013. 
 
5. The draft recommendations are broadly based on the County Council’s 
stage 1 submission with 37 of the 61 divisions put forward included in the 
LGBCE’s recommendations.  This includes the proposals for Staffordshire 
Moorlands and Tamworth being accepted in full.  In addition to this, some of 
changes to the Council’s Stage 1 submission in Newcastle-under-Lyme and 
South Staffordshire are only minor.  The recommendation for Newcastle 
South and Westlands and Thistleberry in Newcastle-under-Lyme, which has 
the effect of moving the town centre back into Newcastle South, will not affect 
a significant number of residents.  The recommendation for the Kinver and 
Wombourne divisions in South Staffordshire was an option that was 
considered during the development of the County Council’s proposals. 
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6. In the remaining areas, there are some concerns about the community 
impact of elements of the LGBCE proposals.  The attached draft submission 
provides commentary on the recommendations for the Cannock Chase 
District Council, East Staffordshire Borough Council, Lichfield District Council 
South Staffordshire District Council and Stafford Borough Council areas.  The 
submission includes detailed electoral data where changes are proposed and 
maps showing new proposals will be available on the website on the page for 
this meeting. 
 
7. In the Cannock Chase District Council area, the LGBCE have proposed 
that the current pattern of divisions (including the dual member Hednesford 
and Rawnsley division) is retained.  This is principally because the Council’s 
proposals for the north of the area would result in the creation of unviable 
parish wards.  The draft Stage 3 submission does not propose any alternative 
divisions, but it does comment on the impact of the approach taken by the 
LGBCE to electoral reviews in two tier areas. 
 
8. The LGBCE’s proposals for the East Staffordshire Borough Council area 
differ from the Council’s submission in two respects.  Firstly, transferring the 
parishes of Hoar Cross and Newborough from the Needwood Forest division 
to the Uttoxeter Rural division and seconding transferring part of the Stretton 
ward from the Horninglow and Stretton division into the Dove division.  The 
draft Stage 3 submission provides further community based evidence to 
support the Council’s original Stage 1 proposals for the area including the 
creation of a new Rolleston and Stretton division and retaining the parishes of 
Hoar Cross and Newborough in Needwood Forest. 
 
9. In the Lichfield District Council area, the LGBCE has accepted an 
amendment to the County Council’s proposals for Lichfield City South, 
Lichfield Rural South and Lichfield Rural East put forward by Lichfield City 
Council.  This amendment retains the current boundary of Lichfield City South 
and transfers the parishes of Hints and Weeford into Lichfield Rural South 
from Lichfield Rural East.  The draft Stage 3 submission provides evidence of 
both the negative impact on electoral equality and on communities in the area 
of this proposal and advocates that the Council’s original proposals are 
reconsidered. 
 
10. There are two departures from the County Council’s submission in the 
South Staffordshire District Council area.  As highlighted above, the 
amendment to the boundary between Wombourne and Kinver divisions was 
considered during the formulation of the Council’s Stage 1 proposals and it is 
not proposed to make any further comments on this.  The other area of 
difference is the LGBCE’s proposal to include part of the town of Penkridge in 
a Penkridge West and Brewood division and to rename the remainder of the 
Penkridge division Penkridge East and Huntington.  The draft Stage 3 
submission proposes a new boundary between the Brewood and Penkridge 
divisions that keeps the town together as a whole and addresses issues 
raised by the LGBCE about the impact on parish councils in the area. 
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11. The development of the Council proposals for the Stafford Borough 
Council area was a complex process.  It proved extremely difficult to balance 
electoral equality and community issues.  The LGBCE have accepted a 
version of proposals put before the County Council meeting in February that 
was subsequently amended to reflect Members’ concerns about community 
identities.  New proposals for Stafford are being developed in consultation 
with Members and will form part of the Stage 3 submission. 
 
12. Members are asked to consider the draft submission and to give authority 
to the Director of Law and Democracy, in consultation with the Leader, to 
make any necessary amendments as a result of comments made by 
Members before submitting it to the LGBCE for consideration.  This will 
enable the final submission to be submitted before the consultation process 
closes on 1 August 2011. 
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Appendix 1 
 
 
Equalities implications: None 
 
Legal implications: The Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England’s recommendations in relation to the Electoral Review of 
Staffordshire will be implemented by a Parliamentary Order  
 
Resource and Value for money implications: There are no direct resource 
implications arising from this report, however there will be some that arise 
from implementing the final outcome of the review. 
 
Risk implications: The Local Government Boundary Commission for 
England will determine and publish final proposals for boundaries based on 
the comments it receives on its draft recommendations.  If the County Council 
fails to agree a coherent submission, there is a risk that the Boundary 
Commission will finalise some of the proposals in the draft recommendations 
that would not be efficient and appropriate for Staffordshire’s communities. 
 
Climate Change implications: None 
 
 
Report author: 
 
Author’s Name: Peter McKenzie 
Telephone No:  (01785) 276151 
Room No: Room 4, County Buildings 
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